
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Grow in Faith.    Live in Hope.    Share God’s Love. 

NOTE: This liturgy is intended for personal worship purposes only and not for distribution. 
Any reproduction of this material for monetary purposes is illegal. 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2026 + 10:30 a.m. 

The Holy Eucharist 

Preparation for Worship in God’s Name 

PRAYER OF MEDITATION 

As the people gather before the service begins,  
we invite you to use the following prayer for meditation. 

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. May all that we do 
flow from our deep connection with you and all you have made. Help us become a 
community that vulnerably shares each other’s burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to 
our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world. Knowing you are hearing us better than 
we are speaking, we offer these prayers in your holy name. Amen. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 



The Liturgy of the Word 

HYMN   “Come, thou fount of every blessing”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Robert Robinson (1735-1790), alt. 
	 Music:	 Nettleton, melody from A Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813 

ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
	 People:	 	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

	 All:	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sylva	G.	Dunstan	(1955–1993)



KYRIE ELEISON   Remain standing; everyone sings. 

	 —Setting:	 James Kriewald (1940–2024) 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.  
	 People:	 	 And also with you.  
	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray. 

	 	 	 Remain standing; silence is kept. 

	 	 O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, 
may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON   Seated. 

A reading from the Book of Exodus (16:2–15). 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring 
us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out 
to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The 
Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with 
you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing 
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 
so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called 
the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, 
saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 78:1–4, 12–16 

	 —Chant: 	 James Frazier (b. 1947) 
	 	 © 1978, James Frazier 

	 1	 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
	 incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

	 2	 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
	 I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

	 3	 That which we have heard and known,  
and what our forebears have told us, * 
	 we will not hide from our children. 

	 4	 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 
	 and the wonderful works he has done. 

	 12	 He worked marvels in the sight of their forebears, * 
	 in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 

	 13	 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 
	 he made the waters stand up like walls. 

	 14	 He led them with a cloud by day, * 
	 and all through the night with a glow of fire. 

	 15	 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
	 and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

	‡ 16	  He brought streams out of the cliff, * 
	 and waters gushed out like rivers. 
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SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians (2:1–13). 

If there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

who, though he was in the form of God,  
	 did not regard equality with God  
	 as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself,  
	 taking the form of a slave,  
	 being born in human likeness.  
And being found in human form,  
	 he humbled himself  
	 and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.  
Therefore God also highly exalted him  
	 and gave him the name  
	 that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus  
	 every knee should bend,  
	 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess  
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
	 to the glory of God the Father.  

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN  “All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine”  Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), © The Church Pension Fund.  
	 Music:	 Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
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GOSPEL   Remain standing. 

	 Gospeler:	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (21:23–32). 
	 People:	 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 
you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, 
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we 
say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So 
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. What do you think? A man had two sons; he went 
to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; 
but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the 
way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

	 Gospeler:	 The Gospel of the Lord.  
	 People:	 	 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Children may join Ann Backus for Children’s Chapel. 
They will return at the Peace. 

SERMON 

A time of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
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CREED   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993), alt.  
	 	 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 

	 Music:	 Beach Spring, melody from The Sacred Harp, 1844 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Remain standing. 

	 Leader:	 O God, your unfailing love has been the source of our strength, leading us 
through troubled waters and dry places, and calling us to lives of forgiveness 
and grace. In response to that call, we pray for this world that you so love, 
saying: “God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.” 

	 Leader:	 For the universal Church, that it may be an instrument of your love, 
forgiveness, and grace: God, in your mercy, 

	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer. 

	 Leader:	 For the global community, that we would learn to live for each other in peace 
and cooperation, and share collective responsibility. God, in your mercy: 

	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer. 
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Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993)



	 Leader:	 For our nation, that we may enjoy our liberties with humility and strive for 
justice for the least among us. God, in your mercy: 

	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer. 

	 Leader:	 For our local community, that we may be attentive and responsive to the needs 
of our neighbors. God, in your mercy: 

	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer. 

	 Leader:	 For those who suffer in their minds, bodies, or souls, that you would wrap 
your arms around them in love and help us, your Church, to be responsive to 
their need. God, in your mercy: 

	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer. 

	 Leader:	  For this congregation, our joys and our concerns: those who are celebrating 
birthdays and anniversaries; those who cannot be with us today; those in the 
military, especially those who have been deployed; all whose lives are 
devastated by poverty, injustice, instability, disease, or disaster; the wider 
community of our families and friends; our parishioners who have asked our 
prayers; and those we hold in our hearts; for… 

The people may add their own petitions. 

	 Leader:	 For those who have died, that they may know the fullness of your grace in 
everlasting peace and joy. God, in your mercy: 

	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer. 

	 	 	 	 Silence may be kept. 

	 Celebrant:	 O God, your unfailing love has been the source of our strength, even when we 
could not feel it or trust it. In your infinite love, you have had pity on us and 
heard our cries. Receive now our prayers and help us to be open to the 
movement of your Holy Spirit, that we may be channels of your peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

	 Celebrant:	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All kneel or bow. Silence is kept. 

	 All:	 Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

	 Celebrant:	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

PEACE   Standing, all who are able. 

	 Celebrant:	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
	 People:	 	 And also with you. 

Greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   Seated. 

Holy Communion 
OFFERTORY 

	 All that we are and all that we have comes from God. Let us offer our best to God in 
thanksgiving, remembering that God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

￼11



ANTHEM   Sung by the Choir, with Jenifer van Tol, violin. 

May the Mind of Christ My Savior 

May the mind of Christ my Savior live in me from day to day, 
By his love and power controlling all I do and all I say. 
May the Word of God dwell richly in my heart from hour to hour, 
So that all may see I triumph only through God’s love and power. 

May the peace of God my Father rule my life in everything, 
That I may be calm to comfort the sick and sorrowing. 
May the love of Jesus fill me as the waters fill the sea, 
Christ exalting, self-abasing, for this is victory! 

May I run the race before me, strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus as onward I will go! 

May the mind of Christ my Savior live in me from day to day….  

May the mind of Christ live in me. Amen. 

	 —Words:	 Kate B. Wilkinson (1859–1928), adapt. 
	 Music:	 Lloyd Larson (b. 1954) 

HYMN   “God of mercy, God of grace”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), alt. 
	 Music:	 Lucerna Laudoniae, David Evans (1874–1948) 
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538 – God of mercy, God of grace (G)

416 in G – For the beauty of the earth

538 in A-flat – God of mercy, God of grace
David Evans (1874–1948)



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you. 
	 People:	 	 And also with you. 
	 Celebrant:	 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People:	 	 We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People:	 	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

	 Celebrant:	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For through your Son 
Jesus Christ we share in the Holy Spirit and are made to be a community of 
love in your Name. By your calling and encouragement, we have become your 
servants and your children, and our joy is complete in the unity of this holy 
fellowship with you and one another. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Everyone sings: 

—Setting:   Jonathan A. Tuuk, from Mass in Honor of St. Andrew 

The people stand or kneel. 
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	 Celebrant:	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 

	 	 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

	 	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 Celebrant:	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

	 All:	 	 Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

	 Celebrant:	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts. 

	 	 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 

	 	 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 

	 All:	 	 AMEN. 

Silence is kept as the ministers bow in thanksgiving. 
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	 Celebrant:	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
	 All:	 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

	 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Everyone sings: 

—Setting:  From New Plainsong, David Hurd (b. 1950) 

INVITATION 

	 Celebrant:	 This is the table not of the righteous, but of the poor in spirit. It is the table of 
sharing with the poor of the world, with whom our Savior identified. It is the 
table of communion with the earth, in which our Lord became incarnate. This 
is the table of Jesus Christ. So come to this table, you who have much faith and 
you who would like to have more; you who have been here often, and you 
who have not been for a while or ever before; you who have tried to follow 
Jesus, and all of us who have failed. These are the gifts of God for the people of 
God. It is Christ who invites you to be known and loved and fed here. 
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DURING COMMUNION 

HYMN    “Be Not Afraid”   The cantor sings the verses; everyone sings the refrain. 

You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand. 
You shall see the face of God and live.     Refrain 

If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown, 
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed. 
If you stand before the power of hell and death is at your side, 
Know that I am with you through it all.     Refrain 

Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one day you shall laugh. 
And if wicked ones insult and hate you, all because of me, 
Blessed, blessed are you!     Refrain 

—Words and Music: Bob Dufford, SJ (b. 1943) 
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HYMN   “There is a balm in Gilead”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words & Music:	 African American spiritual, arr. Carl Haywood. 
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DOXOLOGY   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 — Words:	 Thomas Ken (1637-1711), with alleluias.  
	 Music:	 Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND MISSION   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.  
	 All:	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITOR   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body 
and blood. We who are many are one body, 

	 People:	 	 Because we all share one bread, one cup. 

BLESSING   Remain standing. 
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HYMN   “Lord, we have come at your own invitation”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000), rev.  
	 	 Copyright © 1979 by Hope Publishing Company Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
	 	 All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. 
	 Music:	 O quanta qualia, melody from Antiphoner, 1681 

DISMISSAL 

	 Celebrant:	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

+   +   +   +   +   +   + 
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