
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Grow in Faith.    Live in Hope.    Share God’s Love. 

NOTE: This liturgy is intended for personal worship purposes only and not for distribution. 
Any reproduction of this material for monetary purposes is illegal. 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 26, 2026 + 10:30 a.m. 

The Holy Eucharist 

Preparation for Worship in God’s Name 

Please silence all phones and electronic devices. 

PRAYER OF MEDITATION 

As the people gather before the service begins,  
we invite you to use the following prayer for meditation. 

O God, we seek to be a people of the resurrection, a people of Easter joy. Be known 
among us; grant us the assurance of your presence, your love, and your renewing power. 
Through your Spirit, reveal to us your purpose in our lives; in the name of the risen Christ. 
Amen. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 



The Liturgy of the Word 

HYMN   “Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 John Ellerton (1826-1893), alt. 
	 Music	 Finnian, Christopher Dearnley (b. 1930) 
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ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
	 People:	 	 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

	 All:	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   “Glory to God on high”   Remain standing; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Gloria in excelsis, Canticle 20 
	 	 Metrical setting by Christopher L. Webber, 1986 
	 Music:	 Nova Vita, Lister R. Peace (1885–1969) 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.  
	 People:	 	 And also with you.  
	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.  

	 	 	 Remain standing; silence is kept. 

	 	 O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when 
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow 
where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON   Seated. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2:42–47). 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they 
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and 
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 23   Everyone sings. 

—Chant:  Robert Knox Kennedy (b. 1945) 

	 1	 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
	 I shall not be in want. 

	 2	 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
	 and leads me beside still waters. 

	 3	 He revives my soul * 
	 and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 

	 4	 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 
	 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

	 5	 You spread a table before me  
in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
	 you have anointed my head with oil, 
	 and my cup is running over. 

	 ‡ 6	 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
	 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the First Letter of Peter (2:19–25). 

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when 
you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in 
his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When he was 
abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted 
himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so 
that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 
For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of your souls. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.  
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN   “Christ the Lord is risen again”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Michael Weisse (1480-1534); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt. 
	 Music:	 Christ ist erstanden, melody from Geistliche Lieder, 1533 
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GOSPEL   Remain standing. 

	 Gospeler:	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (10:1–10). 
	 People:	 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I 
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.” 

	 Gospeler:	 The Gospel of the Lord.  
	 People:	 	 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Children may join Melanie Gillespie and Angela Lister for Children’s Chapel. 
They will return at the Peace. 

SERMON 

A time of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
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CREED   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993), alt.  
	 	 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 
	 Music:	 Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811–1887) 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Remain standing. 

	 Leader:	 We remember in our prayers today the joys and concerns of this congregation: 
those who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those in the military, 
especially those who have been deployed; the wider community of our families 
and friends; our parishioners who have asked our prayers, and those we hold 
in our hearts. We pray for… 

Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 

	 Leader:	 Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
	 People:	 	 That we all may be one. 
	 Leader:	 Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
	 People:	 	 That your name may be glorified by all people. 

	 Leader:	 We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
	 People:	 	 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

	 Leader:	 We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
	 People:	 	 That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

	 Leader:	 Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
	 People:	 That our works may find favor in your sight. 

	 Leader:	 Have compassion on those who suffer for any grief or trouble; 
	 People:	 	 That they may be delivered from their distress. 

	 Leader:	 Give to the departed eternal rest; 
	 People:	 	 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

	 Leader:	 We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
	 People:	 	 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

	 	 	 	 Silence may be kept. 

	 All:	 Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully 
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GRADY Williams



PEACE   Standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
	 People:	 	 And also with you.  

Greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   Seated. 

Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY 

	 All that we are and all that we have comes from God. Let us offer our best to God in 
thanksgiving, remembering that God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

ANTHEM 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never. 
I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine for ever. 

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeath; 
And where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 

And so through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house for ever. 

	 —Words:	 Henry Williams Baker (1821–1877), paraphrase of Psalm 23 
	 Music:	 St. Columba, Irish melody, arr. Mark Schweizer,  
	 	 after J.S. Bach ,Prelude 1in C Major 
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HYMN   “Come, risen Lord”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 George Wallace Briggs (1875-1959), alt. 
	 Music:	 Rosedale, Leo Sowerby (1895-1968) 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you. 
	 People:	 	 And also with you. 
	 Celebrant:	 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People:	 	 We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People:	 	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

	 Celebrant:	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we 
bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his 
rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

(continued) 
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Everyone sings: 

—Setting:   Land of Rest, American folk melody, arr. Marcia Pruner 

The people stand or kneel. 

	 Celebrant:	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 

	 	 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

	 	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 Celebrant:	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

	 All:	 	 Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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	 Celebrant:	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts. 

	 	 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 

	 	 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 

	 All:	 	 AMEN. 

Silence is kept as the ministers bow in thanksgiving. 

	 Celebrant:	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
	 All:	 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

	 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Everyone sings: 

—Setting:  From New Plainsong, David Hurd (b. 1950) 

INVITATION 

	 Celebrant:	 This is the table not of the righteous, but of the poor in spirit. It is the table of 
sharing with the poor of the world, with whom our Savior identified. It is the 
table of communion with the earth, in which our Lord became incarnate. This 
is the table of Jesus Christ. So come to this table, you who have much faith and 
you who would like to have more; you who have been here often, and you 
who have not been for a while or ever before; you who have tried to follow 
Jesus, and all of us who have failed. These are the gifts of God for the people of 
God. It is Christ who invites you to be known and loved and fed here. 
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DURING COMMUNION 

HYMN   “Come, let us eat”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words and Music:	 A Va De, Billema Kwillia (b. 1925), trans. Margaret D. Miller (b. 1927) 
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HYMN   “Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 James Montgomery, (1711–1854), alt. 
	 Music:	 St. Agnes, melody John Bacchus Dykes (1823–1876); 
	 	 harm. Richard Proulx (b. 1937), after John Bacchus Dykes 
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HYMN   “The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Scottish Psalter, 1650 
	 Music:	 New Britain, from Virginia Harmony, 1831, 
	 	 adapt. and arr. Fredrick Brabson (b. 1972) 
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DOXOLOGY   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 — Words:	 Thomas Ken (1637-1711), with alleluias.  
	 Music:	 Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623 

￼18



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND MISSION   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.  
	 All:	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through 
the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his 
blessing. Amen. 

	 	 May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. 
Amen. 

	 	 May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting 
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you into your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

	 	 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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HYMN   “Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Charles William Everest (1814–1877), alt. 
	 Music:	 Bourbon, melody att. Freeman Lewis (1780–1859) 

DISMISSAL 

	 Celebrant:	 Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

+  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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334 – Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing


