
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Grow in Faith.    Live in Hope.    Share God’s Love. 

NOTE: This liturgy is intended for personal worship purposes only and not for distribution. 
Any reproduction of this material for monetary purposes is illegal. 

Easter Day 
April 5, 2026 

Holy Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. 

Preparation for Worship in God’s Name 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION 

We invite you to use the following prayer for meditation before worship: 

O God, we seek to be a people of the resurrection, a people of Easter joy. Be known among 
us; grant us the assurance of your presence, your love, and your renewing power. Through 
your Spirit, reveal to us your purpose in our lives; in the name of the risen Christ. Amen. 

VOLUNTARIES   Played by Brass Quartet and Organ. 



The Liturgy of the Word 

HYMN   “He is risen, he is risen!”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–1895), alt. 
	 Music:	 Unser Herrscher, Joachim Neander (1650–1680) 

ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
	 People:	 	 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

	 All:	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   Remain standing; everyone sings. 

—Setting: Robert Powell (1932–2023) 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.  
	 People:	 	 And also with you.  
	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.  

	 	 	 Silence is kept. 

	 	 Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame 
death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate 
with joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin 
by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON   Seated. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (10:34–43). 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118:1–2, 14–24   Everyone sings. 

	 —Chant: Jerome Webster Meachen (1930–2015) 

	 1	 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
	 	 	 his mercy endures for ever. 
	 2	 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
	 	 	 “His mercy endures for ever.” 

	 14	 The LORD is my strength and my song, * 
	 	 	 and he has become my salvation. 
	 15	 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
	 	 	 in the tents of the righteous. 

	 16	 “The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 
	 	 	 the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
	 	 	 the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!” 
	 17	 I shall not die, but live, * 
	 	 	 and declare the works of the LORD. 

	 18	 The LORD has punished me sorely, * 
	 	 	 but he did not hand me over to death. 
	 19	 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
	 	 	 I will enter into them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

	 20	 “This is the gate of the LORD; * 
	 	 	 he who is righteous may enter.” 
	 21	 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
	 	 	 and have become my salvation. 

	 22	 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
	 	 	 has become the chief cornerstone. 
	 23	 This is the LORD’s doing, * 
	 	 	 	 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

	‡ 24	 On this day the LORD has acted; * 
	 	 	 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
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SECOND LESSON 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians (3:1–4). 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is 
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 

HYMN   “The strife is o’er the battle done”   Standing—all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Latin, 1695, tr. Francis Pott (1832–1909), alt. 
	 Music:	 Victory, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525–1594); 
	 	 adapt. and arr. William Henry Monk (1823–1889)    
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GOSPEL   Remain standing. 

	 Gospeler:	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (20:1–18). 
	 People:	 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

	 Gospeler:	 The Gospel of the Lord.  
	 People:	 	 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Children may join Erin Keck for Children’s Chapel. 
They will return at the Peace. 

SERMON 

A time for silent reflection follows the sermon. 
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CREED   Standing—all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993), alt.  
	 	 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 
	 Music:	 Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811–1887) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Remain standing. 

	 Leader:	 We gather on this Easter Day to worship God, who entered our human lives and 
walked among us. We remember Jesus, who with dust on his feet and calloused 
hands carried his cross and laid down his life for each of us. Rejoicing that death 
is not the end of the story and serving the risen Savior, we offer our prayers, 
saying: God of resurrection, renew our hope. 

	 Leader:	 For the holy Church of God, that we may carry Christ’s message of hope to the 
ends of the earth, especially to those who have been told there is no place for 
them, bearing joyful witness to the empty tomb, where death is undone and 
belonging is restored, we pray: 

	 People:	 	 God of resurrection, renew our hope. 
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	 Leader:	 For the people of God, that we remember there is nothing within us God cannot 
redeem, no stone in our lives that cannot be rolled away, we pray: 

	 People:	 	 God of resurrection, renew our hope. 

	 Leader:	 For the leaders of the nations, that they may be challenged by the subversive way 
of Jesus, who turned from power toward the powerless, and who saw those 
overlooked by systems and society and chose to serve them. May their hearts be 
shaped by mercy and bent towards justice, we pray: 

	 People:	 	 God of resurrection, renew our hope. 

	 Leader:	 For the whole human family: for all whose lives are devastated by poverty, 
injustice, instability, disease, or disaster, and for all those facing adversity and 
discrimination; that we may always see in one another the image of Christ, we 
pray: 

	 People:	 	 God of resurrection, renew our hope. 

	 Leader:	 For all of creation, entrusted to our care, that the mundane would show us the 
miraculous, and the new blooms of each season remind us again and again of 
Christ’s glorious resurrection, we pray: 

	 People:	 	 God of resurrection, renew our hope. 

	 Leader:	 For this community of the Church of the Good Samaritan, especially those 
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, that we may be a people of inexhaustible 
joy, freely offered to all who enter here, we pray: 

	 People:	 	 God of resurrection, renew our hope. 

	 Leader:	 For those who have asked our prayers and those for whom we know to pray: 
those in the military, especially those who have been deployed; the wider 
community of our families and friends; our parishioners whom we now name; 
and those we hold in our hearts. We pray for: 

Silence. The people may add their petitions. 
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JANE Reed 

PRESTON Sangster 

GORDON Sisk 

LAURIE and MICHELLE Smith 

THE SMITHWICK FAMILY 
THE STAPLETON FAMILY 
DENISE Tibedo 

SAM Venable 

IDALEE Vogel-Jackson 
	 and 
GRADY Williams



	 Leader:	 For all those who have died, especially Ryan Hanigan, friend and co-worker of 
Preston Sangster; and Kathy Hazelwood, friend of Bill Wilson and Elizabeth 
Minor; that through Christ’s rising they may be with you in Paradiese, we pray: 

	 People:	 	 God of resurrection, renew our hope. 

	 	 	 	 	 Silence may be kept. 

	 Celebrant:	 Almighty and ever-living God, who in Christ stepped into our exile and in love 
called us home: Gather in us what has been named dead and raise it to new life, 
that our lives, transformed, may bear witness to your goodness. May our new life 
in Christ give us eyes to see the tombs the world calls empty and the stones it 
believes cannot be moved as thresholds where we learn to trust your presence, 
which never sees us as too far gone. Alleluia, Christ is risen within us this day, 
alleluia. amen. 

—Sarah Vance, 2026 

PEACE   Standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
	 People:	 	 And also with you.  

Greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   Seated. 

The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

	 All that we are and all that we have comes from God. Let us offer our best to God in 
thanksgiving, remembering that God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Sung by the Choir. 

Easter Alleluia 

The Choir introduces the Refrain and the People repeat. 
The Choir sings the verses, and the People sing the rRefrain  

O sons and daughters, let us sing! 
The King of heaven, the glorious King, 
Over death today rose triumphing. 
Alleluia!   Refrain 

That Easter morn, at break of day, 
The faithful women went their way 
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. 
Alleluia!   Refrain 

An angel clad in white they see, 
Who sat, and spake unto the three, 
“Your Lord doth go to Galilee.” 
Alleluia!   Refrain 

On this most holy day of days 
To God your hearts and voices raise, 
In laud and jubilee and praise. 
Alleluia!   Refrain 

	 —Words:	 Att. jean Tisserand (15th cent.); tr. john Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
	 Music:	 O filii et filiae, melody from Airs sur les hymnes sacrez, odes, et noëls, 1623 
	 	 arr. Roland E. Martin (b. 1955) 
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HYMN   “Christ is risen, we are risen!”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Christopher Wordsworth (1807–1885), alt. (Hymn 191, verses 4–5) 
	 Music:	 Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–1827), adapt. Edward Hodges (1796–1867), alt. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to 
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he 
is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin 
of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again 
he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Everyone sings: 

—Setting:   Jonathan A. Tuuk, from Mass in Honor of St. Andrew 
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The people stand or kneel. 

	 Celebrant:	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

	 	 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

	 	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

	 	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

	 All:	 	 Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

	 Celebrant:	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts. 

	 	 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 

	 	 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 

Everyone sings: 

—Setting:  McNeil Robinson II (b. 1943) 

Silence is kept as the ministers bow in thanksgiving. 
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	 Celebrant:	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

	 All:	 	 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come,  
	 thy will be done,  
	 	 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
	 and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Everyone sings: 

—Setting:  From New Plainsong, David Hurd (b. 1950) 

INVITATION 

	 Celebrant:	 The Gifts of God for the People of God, holy Gifts for God’s holy People.  
Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died and was raised for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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DURING COMMUNION 

HYMN   “Good Christians all, rejoice and sing”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Cyril A. Arlington (1872–1955), alt. St. 5 Norman Mealy (b. 1923) 
	 Music:	 Gelobt sei Gott, Melchior Vulpius (1560?–1616) 
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HYMN   “Come, ye faithful, raise the strain”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 John of Damascus (8th cent.); tr. John Mason Neale (1818–1866), alt. 
	 Music:	 St. Kevin, Arthur Seymour Sullivan (1842–1900) 
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HYMN   “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord”   Everyone sings. 

—Words and Music:  Alleluia 1, Donald Fishel (b. 1950) 
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HYMN   “Christ has arisen, alleluia”   Everyone sings.  

	 —Words:	 Bernard Kyamaywa, 1966; tr. Howard Olson, 1969 
	 Music:	 Haya tune, Tumshandilie Mungu, Makumira, Tanzania 
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Christ has a ris- en,- al le- lu- ia.- Re joice- and praise him, al le- lu- ia.-

 

 

For our Re deem- er- burst from the tomb, e ven- from death, dis pel- ling- its gloom.

 

 

Let us sing praise to him with end less- joy. Death’s fear ful- sting he has come to de stroy,-

 

 

Our sin for giv- ing,- al le- lu- ia.- Je sus- is liv ing,- al le- lu- ia.-



DOXOLOGY   Standing—all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Thomas Ken (1637-1711), with alleluias.  
	 Music:	 Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND MISSION   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.  

	 All:	 Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

SENDING OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITOR   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body 
and blood. We are who are many are one body, 

	 People:	 	 Because we all share one bread, one cup. 

BLESSING   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. 
Amen. 

	 	 May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. 
Amen. 

	 	 May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting 
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you into your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

	 	 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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HYMN   “Jesus Christ is risen today”   Everyone sings.  

	 —Words:	 Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyrica Davidica, 1708, alt. St. 4, Anne B. Peterson (b. 1945) 
	 	 St. 5. Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 
	 Music:	 Easter Hymn, from Lyrica Davidica, 1708; adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, alt. 
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DISMISSAL  

	 Celebrant:	 Let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

VOLUNTARY   Played by Brass Quartet and Organ. 

+  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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PERMISSIONS: The words of the liturgy are from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Scripture readings are from the New 
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