
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Grow in Faith.    Live in Hope.    Share God’s Love. 

NOTE: This liturgy is intended for personal worship purposes only and not for distribution. 
Any reproduction of this material for monetary purposes is illegal. 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 5, 2025 + 10:30 a.m. 

The Holy Eucharist 

Preparation for Worship in God’s Name 

PRAYER OF MEDITATION 

As the people gather before the service begins,  
we invite you to use the following prayer for meditation. 

Great God of mercy and compassion, our anchor in the storms of life: this day we gather 
as a community to celebrate your glorious promise of life over death and to praise your 
holy name. Help us to offer to you all of life—all that has been, all that is, and all that will 
be. Help us in the midst of the challenges of our world to remember that neither death, nor 
life, nor angles, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from your 
love. In this hope we prepare to worship you. Amen. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 



The Liturgy of the Word 

HYMN   “When morning gilds the skies”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 German, ca. 1800; tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930), alt. 
	 Music:	 Laudes Domini, Joseph Barnby (1838–1896) 
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ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
	 People:	 	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

	 All:	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   Remain standing; everyone sings the refrain three times. 

—Setting:  Jacques Berthier (11932–1994), Taizé 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.  
	 People:	 	 And also with you.  
	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray. 

	 	 	 Remain standing; silence is kept. 

	 	 Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 
pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the 
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 
afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, 
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON   Seated. 

A reading from the Book of Lamentations (1:1–6). 

How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How like a widow she has become, 
she that was great among the nations! She that was a princess among the provinces has 
become a vassal. She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks; among all her 
lovers she has no one to comfort her; all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they 
have become her enemies. Judah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitude; she 
lives now among the nations, and finds no resting place; her pursuers have all overtaken 
her in the midst of her distress. The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals; 
all her gates are desolate, her priests groan; her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter. Her 
foes have become the masters, her enemies prosper, because the LORD has made her suffer 
for the multitude of her transgressions; her children have gone away, captives before the 
foe. From daughter Zion has departed all her majesty. Her princes have become like stags 
that find no pasture; they fled without strength before the pursuer. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 
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CANTICLE   “A Song of Waiting”   Everyone sings. 

—Chant:  James Frazier (b. 1947) 

	 1	 The thought of my trouble and my homelessness * 
	 is as bitter as wormwood and gall. 

	 2	 My mind dwells on it continually; * 
	 my soul is weighed down within me. 

	 3	 When I remember this, I have hope: * 
	 by God’s kindness, we are not destroyed; 

	 4	 for God’s mercies are never-ending * 
	 and are new every morning. 

	 5	 How great is your faithfulness, O God! * 
	 “You are my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I hope in you.” 

	 6	 You are good to those who wait with patience, * 
	 to every soul that seeks you. 

	 ‡ 7	 It is good to wait, even in silence, * 
	 for the salvation of the LORD. 

—Lamentations 3:19–26 
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SECOND LESSON   Seated. 

A reading from the First Letter to Timothy (6:6–19). 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that 
is in Christ Jesus, 

To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long 
to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through 
the laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit 
of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called 
us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 
grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now 
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not 
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to 
guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching 
that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the 
good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.  
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN   “Rise up, ye saints of God!”   Risen, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 William Pierson Merrill (1867-1954), alt. 
	 Music:	 Festal Song, William H. Walter (1825–1893) 
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GOSPEL   Remain standing. 

	 Gospeler:	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (17:5–10). 
	 People:	 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 
size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,’ and it would obey you. Who among you would say to your slave who has just come 
in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at 
the table’? Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron 
and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave 
for doing what was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were 
ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have 
done!’” 

	 Gospeler:	 The Gospel of the Lord.  
	 People:	 	 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Children may join Laura Airhart and Michelle Smith for Children’s Chapel. 
They will return at the Peace. 

SERMON 

A time of silent reflection follows the sermon. 

￼8



CREED   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993), alt.  
	 	 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 
	 Music:	 Beach Spring, melody from The Sacred Harp, 1844 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Remain standing. 

	 Leader:	 Putting our trust in God, whose grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the 
ages began, let us offer our prayers, saying, “How great is your faithfulness, O 
God; your mercies are never ending.” 

	 Leader:	 We pray for the health and healing of the earth, that from the mountains to the 
seas, all creation might show forth the glory of God. How great is your 
faithfulness, O God; 

	 People:	 	 Your mercies are never ending. 

	 Leader:	 We pray for Christians everywhere, that we may be rooted in Christ and 
abounding in thanksgiving for all that God has done. How great is your 
faithfulness, O God; 

	 People:	 	 Your mercies are never ending. 
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We Believe in God Almighty — BEACH SPRING 

Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993)



	 Leader:	 We pray for justice that brings peace in all places of violence and war; and for 
all whose lives are devastated by poverty, instability, disease, or disaster; for all 
refugees far and near; and for an end to gun violence everywhere. How great is 
your faithfulness, O God; 

	 People:	 	 Your mercies are never ending. 

	 Leader:	 We pray for all those who lead in the structures of government, that they may 
be led by love in their service to others. We remember those in the military, 
especially those who have been deployed. How great is your faithfulness, O 
God; 

	 People:	 	 Your mercies are never ending. 

	 Leader:	 We pray for this community of Knoxville and especially for this parish family 
of Good Samaritan, that mutual love may continue. We give thanks for those 
who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries. How great is your 
faithfulness, O God; 

	 People:	 	 Your mercies are never ending. 

	 Leader:	 We pray for all those who need our prayers: the sick and the suffering, the 
homeless and the helpless, the wider community of our families and friends; 
our parishioners whom we now name, and those we hold in our hearts. We 
pray for:  

The people may add their own petitions. 

	 Leader:	  How great is your faithfulness, O God; 
	 People:	 	 Your mercies are never ending. 

	 Leader:	 We pray for all who have died and for families and friends who grieve, trusting 
that God is with them and will wipe away every tear. We pray especially for 
the repose of the soul of Carolyn Sisk, mother of Gordon Sisk. How great is 
your faithfulness, O God; 

	 People:	 	 Your mercies are never ending. 

Silence may be kept. 
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	 Celebrant:	 Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully 
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

	 Celebrant:	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people may kneel or bow. Silence is kept for a space. 

	 All:	 Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

	 Celebrant:	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

PEACE   Standing, all who are able. 

	 Celebrant:	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
	 People:	 	 And also with you.  

Greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   Seated. 

Holy Communion 
OFFERTORY 

	 All that we are and all that we have comes from God. Let us offer our best to God in 
thanksgiving, remembering that God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
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ANTHEM   Sung by the Choir. 

God Be In My Head 

God be in my head and in my understanding. 
God be in my eyes and in my looking. 
God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 
God be in my heart, and in my thinking. 
God be at my end, and at my departing. 

	 —Words:	 Sarum Primer, 1514, alt. 
	 Music:	 George Bayley (1927–2016) 

HYMN   “For the beauty of the earth”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Folliott Pierpoint (1835–1917) 
	 Music:	 Adoro te devote, French melody, Mode 5, Processionale; 
	 	 adapt. 1997 by Paul Winter (b. 1939) 
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For the beau ty- of the earth, sing, O sing to day.-

 

Of the skies and at our birth, sing, O sing al ways.-

 

Na ture- hu man- and di vine- all a round- us lies.

 

Lord of all, to thee we raise grate ful- hymns of praise.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you. 
	 People:	 	 And also with you. 
	 Celebrant:	 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People:	 	 We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People:	 	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

	 Celebrant:	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For through your Holy 
Spirit you have gifted us with power, love and truth; and through your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and light through the 
Gospel, you rekindle our hearts with faith and trust for service in your name. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

Everyone sings: 

—Setting:  Robert J. Powell (1932–2025) 

The people stand or kneel. 
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	 Celebrant:	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 

	 	 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

	 	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 Celebrant:	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

	 All:	 	 Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

	 Celebrant:	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts. 

	 	 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 

	 	 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 

	 All:	 	 AMEN. 

Silence is kept as the ministers bow in thanksgiving. 
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	 Celebrant:	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
	 All:	 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

	 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Everyone sings: 

—Setting:  From New Plainsong, David Hurd (b. 1950) 

INVITATION 

	 Celebrant:	 This is the table not of the righteous, but of the poor in spirit. It is the table of 
sharing with the poor of the world, with whom our Savior identified. It is the 
table of communion with the earth, in which our Lord became incarnate. This 
is the table of Jesus Christ. So come to this table, you who have much faith and 
you who would like to have more; you who have been here often, and you 
who have not been for a while or ever before; you who have tried to follow 
Jesus, and all of us who have failed. These are the gifts of God for the people of 
God. It is Christ who invites you to be known and loved and fed here. 
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This setting is not used in Lent.



DURING COMMUNION 

HYMN   “Great is thy faithfulness”   Everyone sings. 
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Hymn, “Great is thy faithfulness,” continued 

	 —Words:	 Thomas O. Chisholm (1866–1960) 
	 Music:	 Faithfulness, William M. Runyon (1870–1957) 
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DOXOLOGY   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 — Words:	 Thomas Ken (1637-1711), with alleluias.  
	 Music:	 Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND MISSION   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray. 

	 All:	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITOR   Remain standing. 

	 Celebrant:	 In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body 
and blood. We who are many are one body, 

	 People:	 	 Because we all share one bread, one cup. 

BLESSING   Remain standing. 
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Doxology

1. Doxology



HYMN   “For the healing of the nations”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Fred Kaan (1929-2009), alt. 
	 Music:	 Westminster Abbey, Henry Purcell (1659-1695), adapt. 

DISMISSAL 

	 Celebrant:	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

✢     ✢     ✢     ✢     ✢     ✢     ✢ 
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PERMISSIONS: The words of the liturgy are from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America; 
used by permission; all rights reserved. The Invitation to Communion is adapted from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, Copyright © 2001, The Iona 
Community, Wildgoose Publications, all rights reserved, used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, music is reprinted and permission to 
livestream granted under OneLicense #A-728054.
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Knoxville, Tennessee 37923 
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