
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Grow in Faith.    Live in Hope.    Share God’s Love. 

NOTE: This liturgy is intended for personal worship purposes only and not for distribution. 
Any reproduction of this material for monetary purposes is illegal. 

The First Sunday after Christmas Day 
December 29, 2024 + 10:30 a.m. 

A Service of  
Lessons and Carols 

Preparation for Worship in God’s Name 

PRAYER OF MEDITATION 

As the people gather before the service begins,  
we invite you to use the following prayer for meditation. 

God of grace, as we celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation, help us center ourselves and 
open our hearts, that we may celebrate the gift of your presence among us. Amen. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

	 Meditation on Divinum Mysterium	 —Vidas Pinkkevicius (b. 1976), Op. 159 



CAROL   “Angels we have heard on high”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813–1882), alt. 
	 Music:	Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887–1958) 
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WELCOME 

OPENING SENTENCE 

	 Officiant:	 Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy while will come to all the people; 
for to you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.      
(Luke 2:10–11) 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

	 Officiant:	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

	 	 	 	 All bow or kneel, as you are able. Silence is kept. 

	 All:	 Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

	 Officiant:	 Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 
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INVITATORY AND PSALTER   Standing, all who are able. 

	 Officiant:	 Lord, open our lips. 
	 People:	 	 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

	 All:	 	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

	 Invitatory Psalm — 100   Remain standing; all say the psalm together. 

Alleluia. To us a child is born: O come, let us adore him. Alleluia. 

	 1	 May all lands be joyful before you, O God, *  
	 serve with gladness and come before your presence with a song.  

	 2	 For we know that you are God; *  
	 you yourself have made us, and we are yours; 
	 we are your people and the sheep of your pasture.  

	 3	 We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, go into your courts with praise, * 
	 give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 

	 4	 For you are good; your mercy is everlasting: * 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.  

	 Alleluia. To us a child is born: O come, let us adore him. Alleluia. 

	 The Psalm Appointed — 147: 1, 13–21   Said by all. 

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music to our God upon the harp. 

	 1	 Hallelujah! 
How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 
	 how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

	 13	 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
	 praise your God, O Zion; 

	 14	 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
	 he has blessed your children within you. 

	 15	 He has established peace on your borders; * 
	 he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

	 16	 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
	 and his word runs very swiftly. 
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	 17	 He gives snow like wool; * 
	 he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

	 18	 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against his cold? 

	 19	 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
	 he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

	 20	 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

	 21	 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
	 to them he has not revealed his judgments.  
	 Hallelujah! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music to our God upon the harp. 

FIRST LESSON   Seated. 

A reading from the Book of Isaiah (61:10–62:3). 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For 
as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so 
the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For 
Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations 
shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new 
name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL   “Lo, how a rose e’er blooming”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 St. 1–2 German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker (1851–1934).  
	 	 St. 3, Friedrich Layritz (1808–1859): tr. Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth (1845–1925); ver. Hymnal 1940 
	 Music:	 Es ist ein Ros, melody from Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1599;  
	 	 harm. Michael Praetorius (1571–1621) 
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SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (3:23–25; 4:4–7). 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.  
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 

CAROL   “’Twas in the moon of wintertime”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Jesse Edgar Middleton (1872–1960), alt. 
	 Music:	 Une jeune pucelle, French folk melody, 16th cent. 
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THIRD LESSON   Remain standing. 

The customary Eucharistic acclamations at the Gospel are not used at this service. 

	 Reader:	 A reading from the Gospel according to John (1:1–18). 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He 
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.  
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL   “Of the Father’s love begotten”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348–410?);  
	 	 tr. John Mason Neale (1818–1866) and Henry Williams Baker (1821–1877), alt.  
	 Music:	 Divinum mysterium, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582 
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SERMON 

A time for silent reflection follows the sermon. 

CREED   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993), alt.  
	 	 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
	 	 Used by permission. 
	 Music:	 Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart (1813–1879), adapt. 
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THE PRAYERS   Remain standing. 

	 Officiant:	 The Lord be with you. 
	 People:	 	 And also with you. 
	 Officiant: 	 Let us pray. 

	 All:	 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen. 

	 Officiant:	 Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
	 People:	 	 And grant us your salvation. 

	 Officiant:	 Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
	 People:	 	 Let your people sing with joy. 

	 Officiant:	 Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
	 People:	 	 For only in you can we live in safety. 

	 Officiant:	 Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
	 People:	 	 And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

	 Officiant:	 Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
	 People:	 	 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

	 Officiant:	 Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
	 People:	 	 And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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The Prayers, continued 
	 	 The Collect of the Day 
	 Officiant:	 Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 

Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

	 	 A Collect for Sundays 
	 Officiant:	 O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

	 	 A Prayer for Protection 
	 Officiant:	 Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our prayers and supplications, and guide 

the way of your servants towards everlasting salvation; that, among all the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, they may ever be defended 
by your gracious and ready help; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

	 	 A Prayer for Mission 
	 Officiant:	 Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So 
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring 
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of 
your Name. Amen. 

￼12



CAROL   “I heard the bells on Christmas day”   Everyone sings. 

	 — Words:	 Henry Wadsworth Longellow (1807–1882), alt. 
	 Music:	 Puer nobis, melody from Trier MS., 15th cent.; 
	 	 adapt. Michael Praetorius (1571–1621) 

INTERCESSIONS   Remain standing. 

	 Officiant:	 We pray for those in our community marking celebrations, especially birthdays 
and anniversaries. We pray for those who have died, and for families and 
friends who grieve. We pray for the special needs and concerns of this 
congregation: for those in the military, especially those who have been deployed; 
for the wider community of our families and friends; and for our parishioners 
who have asked our prayers; that the gift of this community may sustain us all. 
We pray for: 

￼13

ED Archer 

CHIP Beets 

DAVID & NANCY Cazalet 

GAIL Cox  

LOIS & RON Dearolf  

JUDY Dernbach 

DANA & DEWELL Downey 

DOUG Embler  

THE GREELEY FAMILY 

MARGE Hudson  

PATRICK Hundley 

ANGELA Lister 

FRANCIS Lloyd 

ELLEN LoCurto-Martinez 

ANN McClain 

DALE Oakley 

PAT Pagni 

KENT Parish 

BELLE Parman 

ALLAN Philp 

JANE Reed 

NICK Richards 

TOM Schlitt  

DENISE & ROGER Tibedo 

SAM Venable 

	 and 

ALICE & FRED Wegmann



A GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

	 All:	 	 Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.  
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this 
world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 

	 	 	 We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care 
which surrounds us on every side. 

	 	 	 We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 

	 	 	 We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 

	 	 	 Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word 
and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and 
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 

	 	 	 Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him 
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to 
you in all things. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

	 All:	 	 Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in 
the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

￼14



CAROL   “Good Christian friends, rejoice”   Everyone sings. 

	 —Words:	 John Mason Neale (1818–1866), alt. 
	 Music:	 In dulci jubilo, German carol, 14th cent.; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867–1944) 
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DISMISSAL AND GRACE 

	 Officiant:	 Let us bless the Lord. 
	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God. 

	 Officiant:	 May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   (Romans 15:13) 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

✢   ✢   ✢   ✢   ✢   ✢   ✢ 
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
425 N. Cedar Bluff Road 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37923 
(865) 693-9591 — www.goodsamknox.org

PERMISSIONS: The words of the liturgy are from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, The Daily Office, Morning Prayer: Rite 
Two. The Lessons and Psalm are those appointed for Holy Eucharist on the First Sunday after Christmas Day. The Invitatory 
Psalm (100) is Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America; used by permission; all rights 
reserved. The Prayers of the People are adapted from Intercessions for the Christian People, Gail Ramshaw, ed. (Collegeville, MN: 
Liturgical Press, 1988), and are used by permission. The Proper Preface at the Great Thanksgiving is by The Rev. Steven Lipscomb, 
from Proper Prefaces and Offertory Sentences for Sundays and Holy Days of Year A: Keyed to Themes in the Revised Common 


