
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Grow in Faith.    Live in Hope.    Share God’s Love. 

NOTE: This liturgy is intended for personal worship purposes only and not for distribution. 
Any reproduction of this material for monetary purposes is illegal. 

The First Sunday after the Epiphany: 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 7, 2024 + 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Baptism 

Preparation for Worship in God’s Name 

PRAYER OF MEDITATION 

As the people gather before the service begins,  
we invite you to use the following prayer for meditation. 

O God, you are the light of the minds that know you, the life of the souls that love you, and 
the strength of the hearts that serve you. Help us so to know you that we may truly love 
you; and so to love you that we may faithfully serve you, whom to serve is perfect freedom; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 



The Liturgy of the Word 

HYMN   “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

 —Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt. 
 Music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt. 
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BAPTISMAL ACCLAMATION   Remain standing. 

 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit;  
 People:  There is one hope in God’s call to us;  
 Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  
 People:  One God and Father of all. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
 People:  And also with you.  
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 

   Remain standing; silence is kept. 

  Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed 
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who 
are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON   Seated. 

A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:1–5). 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 29   Everyone sings. 

—Setting: Jerome Webster Meachen. 

 1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,* 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 
   worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 
 the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 
 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees, * 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

 6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe, * 
 and strips the forests bare. 

 ‡ 9 And in the temple of the LORD; * 
 all are crying “Glory!” 

 10 The LORD sits enthrones above the flood; * 
 the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

 11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 
 the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
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SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (19:1–7) 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 
John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether 
there were about twelve of them. 

 Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

HYMN   “Christ, when for us you were baptized”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

 —Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev. 
 Music: Caithness, melody from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635  
  harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 
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GOSPEL   Remain standing. 

 Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (1:4–11). 
 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord.  
 People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Children may join Erin Patrick and Liz Parmalee for Children’s Chapel. 
They will return for the baptism. 

SERMON 

A time for silent reflection follows the sermon. 
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PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 

 Celebrant: The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 Sponsor:  I present Nora Rayleigh Hart and David Christopher Hart to receive  

 the Sacrament of Baptism. 

    The Celebrant asks Nora and David: 

 Priest: Do you desire to be baptized? 
 Answer:  I do. 

The Celebrant asks the Parents: 

 Celebrant: Will you be responsible for seeing that the children you present are brought up in 
the Christian faith and life? 

 Answer:  I will, with God’s help. 

 Celebrant: Will you by your prayers and witness help them to grow into the full stature  
of Christ? 

 Answer:  I will, with God’s help. 

The Celebrant then asks Nora, David, and their Parents: 

 Celebrant: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 
against God? 

 Answer:  I renounce them. 

 Celebrant: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 
creatures of God? 

 Answer:  I renounce them.  

 Celebrant: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
 Answer:  I renounce them.  

 Celebrant: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?  
 Answer:  I do.  

 Celebrant: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?  
 Answer:  I do.  

 Celebrant: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?  
 Answer:  I do.  

    The Celebrant addresses the people: 

 Celebrant: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons 
in their life in Christ? 

 People:  We will.  

 Celebrant: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew 
our own baptismal covenant. 
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BAPTISMAL COVENANT   Standing, all who are able. 

 Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?  
 People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
 People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the Virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
 People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. 

 Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers? 

 People:  I will, with God’s help. 

 Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 

 People:  I will, with God’s help. 
 Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  
 People:  I will, with God’s help. 

 Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
 People:  I will, with God’s help. 

 Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being?  

 People:  I will, with God’s help.  
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PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES   Remain standing. 

 Celebrant: Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new 
birth, and for their parents who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

 Leader: Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  
 People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Leader: Open their hearts to your grace and truth.  
 People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Leader: Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  
 People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Leader: Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  
 People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Leader: Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
 People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Leader: Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
 People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Leader: Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
 People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Celebrant: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in 
glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER   Remain standing. 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
 People:  And also with you.  
 Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 Celebrant: We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit 
moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out 
of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received 
the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 
Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin 
into everlasting life. 

  We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ 
in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that 
those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,  
now and for ever. 

 People:  Amen. 

10



BAPTISM   Remain standing. 

 Priest: Nora / David, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 Celebrant: Nora / David, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as 
Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 

   The newly baptized and their families are presented with a candle 
   to commemorate their baptism. 

 Priest: Nora / David, receive the light of Christ and be Christ’s light in the world. 

 Celebrant: Let us pray. 

  Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 
bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them 
to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to 
know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 Celebrant: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 All:  We receive you into the household of God. 
Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, 
and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

PEACE   Standing, all who are able. 

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People:  And also with you.  

Greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   Seated. 

Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY 

 All that we are and all that we have comes from God. Let us offer our best to God in 
thanksgiving, remembering that God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
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ANTHEM   Sung by the Choir. 

This Baptizing Day 

Jesus went down to the Jordan one day, 
His Father's calling to obey. 
Then John baptized him,  
And the Lord God said, 
“This is the way! 
This is my own dear son, 
Follow him; his work’s begun. 
Sin’s drowned, the victory’s won! 
River, wash guilt away!” 

This water flows as the promise of grace 
For all God’s children in this place, 
It’s not our doing; 
Christ has done it all. 
Give God the praise! 
Now let this flood of love 
Wash us clean, all fear remove. 
From earth to heaven above, 
Loud thanksgiving we raise! 

When I go down to the river to pray, 
Thinking on my baptizing day, 
The Holy Spirit tells me I’m newborn, 
Old Sin, away! 
My savior died for me. 
Resurrection set us free, 
Grace reigns eternally, 
Through this baptizing day! 

 —Words: William Allen Pasch (b. ,1948), 
  based on Martin Luther (1483–1546), “Christ Our Lord to Jordan Came” 
 Music: Down to the River to Pray, arr. William Allen Pasch 

HYMN   “Were the whole realm of nature mine”   Standing; everyone sings. 

 —Words: Isaac Watts (1674–1748) 
 Music: Rockingham, melody from Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1780 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Remain standing. 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
 People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our 
Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your 
kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Everyone sings: 

 —Setting: Greensleeves, traditional English melody, dapt. Fredrick Brabson, 2016; rev. 2000. 
  Copyright © 2016 by Fredrick Brabson. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

The people stand or kneel. 
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Greensleeves Sanctus

Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of power and might,

 

Heaven and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the high est.-

 

Bless’d, bless’d is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

,

Ho -

 

san na- in the high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-



 Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

  On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  Therefore according to his command, O Father, 

 All:  We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. 

  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 All:  AMEN. 

Silence is kept as the ministers bow in thanksgiving. 
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 Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Everyone sings: 

—Setting:  From New Plainsong, David Hurd (b. 1950) 

INVITATION 

 Celebrant: This is the table not of the righteous, but of the poor in spirit. It is the table of 
sharing with the poor of the world, with whom our Savior identified. It is the 
table of communion with the earth, in which our Lord became incarnate. This is 
the table of Jesus Christ. So come to this table, you who have much faith and 
you who would like to have more; you who have been here often, and you who 
have not been for a while or ever before; you who have tried to follow Jesus, and 
all of us who have failed. These are the gifts of God for the people of God. It is 
Christ who invites you to be known and loved and fed here. 
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DURING COMMUNION 

HYMN   “I want to walk as a child of the light”   Everyone sings. 

(continued) 
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Hymn, “I want to walk as a child of the light,” continued 

 —Words and Music:  Houston, Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934) 
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DOXOLOGY   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings. 

 — Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711), with alleluias.  
 Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND MISSION   Remain standing. 

 Celebrant: Let us pray.  

 All: Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING   Remain standing. 

 Celebrant: May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in 
great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all 
sin; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

HYMN   “We know that Christ is raised”   Remain standing; everyone sings. 

 —Words: John Brownlow Geyer (b. 1932), alt. 
 Music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
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DISMISSAL 

 Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

!"""!"""!"""!"""!"""!"""! 
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