
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN

Grow in Faith.    Live in Hope.    Share God’s Love.


NOTE: This liturgy is intended for personal worship purposes only and not for distribution. 
Any reproduction of this material for monetary purposes is illegal.


The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 17, 2023 + 10:30 a.m.


The Holy Eucharist


Preparation for Worship in God’s Name


PRAYER OF MEDITATION


As the people gather before the service begins,  
we invite you to use the following prayer for meditation.


Loving God, the source of strength and peace: Take from us all that inhibits the flow of your 
Spirit; break down the walls that separate us; with hands of compassion, wash away our 
fear, resentment, and hardness of heart; enable us to become centered and still, aware of 
your presence here and now, to heal and to transform. We pray in the spirit of Christ the 
Healer. Amen.


ORGAN VOLUNTARY




The Liturgy of the Word


HYMN   “Guide me, O thou great Jehovah”   Standing, all who are able.


	 —Words:	 William Williams (1717–1791); tr Peter Williams (1722–1796), alt. 
	 Music:	 Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873–1932)


ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY   Remain standing.


	 Celebrant:	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

	 People:	 	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.


	 All:	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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KYRIE ELEISON   Remain standing; everyone sings responsively with the cantor.


—Setting:  McNeil Robinson (1943–2015)
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COLLECT OF THE DAY


	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you. 

	 People:	 	 And also with you. 

	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.


	 	 	 Remain standing; silence is kept.


	 	 O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that 
your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.


FIRST LESSON   Seated.


A reading from the Book of Exodus (14:19–31).


The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; 
and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came 
between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all 
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into 
the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked 
down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their 
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the 
Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the LORD said to Moses, 
“Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, 
upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 
at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD 
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of 
them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming 
a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the 
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that 
the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD 
and in his servant Moses.


	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.

	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 114


—Setting: Jerome Webster Meachen.


	 1	 Hallelujah!  When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
	 the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,


	 2	 Judah became God’s sanctuary *  
	 and Israel his dominion.


	 3	 The sea beheld it and fled; *  
	 Jordan turned and went back.


	 4	 The mountains skipped like rams, * 
	 and the little hills like young sheep.


	 5	 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *  
	 O Jordan, that you turned back? 


	 6	 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
	 you little hills like young sheep?


	 7	 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the LORD, *  
	 at the presence of the God of Jacob, 


	 8	 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
	 and flint-stone into a flowing spring.
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SECOND LESSON


A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (14:1–12).


Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; 
for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days 
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, ob-
serve it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give 
thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to 
God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 
the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the 
dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.


	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 

	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God.
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HYMN  “Forgive our sins as we forgive”   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings.


	 —Words:	 Rosamond E. Herklots (1905-1987). By permission of Oxford University Press. 
	 Music:	 Detroit, from Supplement to Kentucky Harmony, 1820
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GOSPEL   Remain standing.


	 Gospeler:	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (18:21–35).

	 People:	 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 


Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released 
him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay 
what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 
would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.”


	 Gospeler:	 The Gospel of the Lord. 

	 People:	 	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.


Children may join Laura Airhart and Erin Patrick for Children’s Chapel. 
They will return at the Peace.


SERMON


A time for silent reflection follows the sermon.
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CREED   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings.


	 —Words:	 Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993), alt.  
	 	 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 
	 Music:	 Nettleton, melody from A Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Remain standing.


	 Leader:	  We remember in our prayers today the joys and concerns of this congregation: 
those who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those in the military, 
especially those who have been deployed; the wider community of our families 
and friends; our parishioners who have asked our prayers, and those we hold in 
our hearts. We pray for:


(continued)
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BEN and SARAH

	 Alford/Sheppeard

ED Archer

ANNE Bender


J.D. & PEGGY Bradley

BEVERLY Burns

PETER Calvert

DAN Conrad


GAIL Cox

MARY Davis

CONNIE & GEORGE

	 DeWitt


DANA & DEWELL

	 Downey

KAREN Downing

DOUG Embler




	 Leader:	 O God, your unfailing love has been the source of our strength, leading us 
through troubled waters and calling us to lives of forgiveness and grace. In 
response to that call, we pray for this world that you so love, saying: “God, in 
your mercy, receive our prayer.”


	 Leader:	 For the universal Church—that it may be an instrument of your love, 
forgiveness, and grace: God, in your mercy,


	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer.


	 Leader:	 For the global community—that we would learn to live for each other in peace 
and cooperation, and share collective responsibility. God, in your mercy:


	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer.


	 Leader:	 For our nation—that we may enjoy our liberties with humility and strive for 
justice for the least among us. God, in your mercy:


	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer.


	 Leader:	 For our local community—that we may be attentive and responsive to the needs 
of our neighbors. God, in your mercy:


	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer.


	 Leader:	 For those who suffer in their minds, bodies, our souls—wrap your arms around 
them in love and help us, your Church, to be responsive to their need.


	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer.


	 Leader:	 For those who have died—that they may know the fullness of your grace in 
everlasting peace and joy. God, in your mercy:


	 People:	 	 Receive our prayer.


	 	 	 	 Silence may be kept.


	 Celebrant:	 O God, your unfailing love has been the source of our strength, leading us 
through troubled waters and calling us to lives of forgiveness and grace. In your 
infinite love, you have had pity on us and heard our cries. Receive now our 
prayers and help us to be open to the movement of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may be channels of your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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JOE Harrison

MARGE Hudson

ANN McClain

KENT Parish

FISHER Patrick

ALLAN Philp


BILL & MARCIA Power

MEGAN Quigley

MARILYN Randall

KRISSA Randolph

LIZ Rea

NANCYE Reeder


ALVIN Richards

TOM Schlitt

SHAROLYN Sprigg

REBECCA Stapleton

LO Starck

ALISA Ternes


DENISE & ROGER 
Tibedo


ALICE & FRED Wegmann

MICHELLE Welsh 

     and

GRADY Williams 



CONFESSION OF SIN


	 Celebrant:	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.


All kneel. Silence is kept for a space.


	 All:	 Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.


	 Celebrant:	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.


	 People:	 	 Amen.


PEACE   Standing, all who are able.


	 Celebrant:	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

	 People:	 	 And also with you. 


Greet one another in the name of the Lord.


ANNOUNCEMENTS   Seated.


Holy Communion


OFFERTORY


	 All that we are and all that we have comes from God. Let us offer our best to God in 
thanksgiving, remembering that God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 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ANTHEM   Sung by the Choir.


With a Voice of Singing


With a voice of singing declare ye this 
	 and let it be heard, Alleluia!  
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.  
The Lord hath delivered His people, Alleluia!


O be joyful in God, all ye lands.  
O sing praises to the honor of his name,  
Make his praise to be glorious.


—Words: and Music:  Martin Shaw (1875–1958)


HYMN   “With gratitude and humble trust”   Standing; everyone sings.


	 —Words:	 Frank von Christierson (b. 1900), alt. (Hymn 705, verse 3.) 
	 Music:	 Forest Green, English melody; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Remain standing.


	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.

	 People:	 	 And also with you.

	 Celebrant:	 Lift up your hearts.

	 People:	 	 We lift them to the Lord.

	 Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	 People:	 	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.


	 Celebrant:	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For through your Son Jesus 
Christ you have forgiven us a debt that we could not pay, and you have called us 
as your children, brothers and sisters of one another, to forgive each other, and 
to live together as a faithful people, dependent on and giving of your grace. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:


Everyone sings:


—Setting:  From A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1937–2010)


The people stand or kneel. 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	 Celebrant:	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.


	 	 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.


	 	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”


	 	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”


	 Celebrant:	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:


	 All:	 	 Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.


	 Celebrant:	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.


	 	 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom.


	 	 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever.


	 All:	 	 AMEN.


Silence is kept as the ministers bow in thanksgiving.
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	 Celebrant:	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

	 All:	 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

	 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen.


THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD


The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Everyone sings:


—Setting:  From New Plainsong, David Hurd (b. 1950)


INVITATION


	 Celebrant:	 The Gifts of God for the People of God, holy Gifts for God’s holy People. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died and was raised for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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This setting is not used in Lent.



DURING COMMUNION


HYMN   “Amazing grace! how sweet the sound”   Everyone sings.


	 —Words:	 John Newton (1725–1807), alt.;  
	 	 st. 5 from A Collections of Sacred Ballads, 
	 Music:	 New Britain, from Virginia Harmony, 1831
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HYMN    “Be Not Afraid”   The cantor sings the verses; everyone sings the refrain.


You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand. 
You shall see the face of God and live.     Refrain


If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown, 
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed. 
If you stand before the power of hell and death is at your side, 
Know that I am with you through it all.     Refrain


Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one day you shall laugh. 
And if wicked ones insult and hate you, all because of me, 
Blessed, blessed are you!     Refrain


—Words and Music: Bob Dufford, SJ. 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Be not a fraid.- I go be fore- you al ways.-

 

Come, fol low- me, and I will give you rest.



DOXOLOGY   Standing, all who are able; everyone sings.


	 — Words:	 Thomas Ken (1637-1711), with alleluias.  
	 Music:	 Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND MISSION   Remain standing.


	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray. 


	 All:	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.


SENDING OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITOR   Remain standing.


	 Celebrant:	 In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body 
and blood. We are who are many are one body,


	 People:	 	 Because we all share one bread, one cup.


BLESSING   Remain standing. 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HYMN   “O Mary, don’t you weep, don’t you mourn”   Remain standing; everyone sings.


	 —Words and Music:	 O Mary, African-American Spiritual, arr. William Farley Smith (1941–1997) 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DISMISSAL


	 Celebrant:	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

	 People:	 	 Thanks be to God.


VOLUNTARY


✢   ✢   ✢   ✢   ✢   ✢   ✢
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